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1. This wiittea opinion is the first dxawabythisIntematioDalPccliaiiiiaiyEx^ 

2. Uns opinion contanis indications relating to ^ ^llawing'iietns:. 
I [x] Basis of the opmion, 

n Q Priority 

ni KoQ-establidimentofapimQnwi&xegaMtonove^ 

IV Lackofumtyofiavention 

V [x] f^^^^^^cinait under Rule 66^aXii)widiicgaEd to noveltyt^ 

explanations supporting such sfateinent 

I I Ceitaindocmnenlsdted 

\ I Certain defects in flie intcmaCioiial application 

Certain obsetvatfonscm the international appllcaik^ . 

Ihe FINAL DATE Vy which die faitemafianBl pEcIimmary exatninatlon lepoit must he established acccmling to Ride 69^ is; 
1 August 2004 

The applicant is hereby invited to reply to 4ns opimoiL 

When? See the Repty Due date indicated above. However, the Australian Patent OfBcc will not establish &e Report bc&rc the eadicf of 
a response being filed, or (ii) one month before the Final Date by which the intonatioiial preliminary examinatxan report nuist 
be established. The Uepon wiU take into account any response ^including amendments) filed before tiic Report is established. 
If no response Is filed by 1 month before the Fhial Date, the international pieliminaty examniation lepoit will be established on 
^e basis of this opuxion. 

Applicants willing CO have the benefit of a fin^ opimon (V'peed^ 

response is filed at least 3 months before the Fmal Date by which the infenational prelhninaiy examination tegoA roust be 
established. 



VI 

vn 
vm 

3. 



Howt 



Also 



By submitting a written reply, accompanied^ where appropriate, by amendments, according to Rale 663. 

For the Cotm and the language of flie amendnieats, see Rules and 66.9. 

For an additional oppoitunity to submit amendments, sec Rule 66 A 

For die cxaminef's obligation to consider amcnduKnts and/or arguments, see Rule 66.452;. 

For an informal communication with the examkier, see Rule 66.6. 
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International applicadotiNo. 
PCT/SG03/00015 



Basi^of the opinion 



I. With regard to tiic dements of difi intenuitioiml application:* 
\x\ ihemtcmationaIqiplkatlona8 0nginaUyfiled^ 

I I the descnplion, pages , as originally file4> 



j [ the claims, 



I I tfaodi^^vings, 



pages 
pages 
pages 
pages 

pages 
pages 
pages 
pages 



filed with the demand, 
leceivedon with the letter of 

as otigkkaUy filed, 
as amended nioder Article 19« 
filed with the demand, 
received on wi& die letter of 

as originally filed, 
filed with (he demand, 
received on with the letter of 



Q the sequence listingpart of die description: 

pages I as origiuaDy filed 

, filed with the demand 
, received on wilhfiie letter of 



2 . Wiih regaid to the language, all the elements maiked also ve were available or fumishe d to fids Aufiiorily in tiie language hi 
which ^die intemationa] a^licadon was filed, unless otheiwise indicated under fiiis item. 

These eiepaeirts wiene availa^lg or UnmA^A m tM^ AT^thority IVi langff?g? Tvhichis: 

I I die lai^ageofatcaiislafionfimushcdfisr the purposes of inteniatio^ 
I I ibelangingeofpubhcationoftheintmiational^HcafionOnule^ 

{ I the langoageoftfae translation fiunished for the purposes of 
andfor553). 

3. Widi regard to zay nudeotide and/or amino add sequence disdosed in the intematioDal applicatioi^ die written opinbn was 
drawn on file basis of the seqiicncc listing: 

{ j contained in die international application in printed fotm. 

I I filed togcthi^ widi die inlemadonal application in computer leadable fonn. 

I I tuznidicdsubseqaendy to fids Autiiori^ hi written fona 

\ I fimushedsidiseqaeDtiytothlsAadiori^incoTnp^ 

I I The statement diat the subsequently fiimished written sequeneo listhig does not go beyond the disclosnze in die 
international plication as filed has been fiiroished. 

{ I The statement diat die iofonnation recorded m computer . 
been furnished, 

4. Q The amendments have resulted in die cancellation ofi 

I I the description, pages 

I I thedauns, Nos« 

I I die drawings. shccta/fig» 

5. This opinion has been established as if (some oQ the amendments had not been made, since diiey have b^en considered to 
go beyond die disdosure as filed, as indicated m the Sttpplemeatal Box (Rule 7Q2(c)\ 



* JleplaoemcfU sheets 'which have been furnished to the receiving Qfftce in resptmse to en UD^taOon under Artide 14 are rrferred tain this 
opinion as ^OfigfneUyfiled'' 
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Imetaadooal application No. 




PCT/SG03/00015 



V. Reasoned statement under Rule 66 J(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inveatiye step or industrial applicability; 
citatioos and explanations supporting sudi statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Claims 


2-8,13-23 


YES 




Qaims 


1,9-12 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


2-4,13-23 


YES 




Claims 


1,5-12 


NO 


Lidustnal ^licabiHiy QA) 


Claims 


1-23 


YES 








NO 



2. Qtationsandesqplanations 

Novelty and Inventive Step 

CI - NL 83OII30 (SCHULBB. J ?) 16 October 19M 
C2- CA 2101124 ^AZYDLO S) 23 Januaqr 1995 
C3 • US 5412832 (IRVBN) 9 May 1995 
C4 - GB 2143158 (MULTIGOOD BV) 6 Fcbruaiy 1985 



Figure 1 of citadon CI discloses all features of claim 1 by disclosing a paint roller having a frustoconlcai 
sliape, and in addition reference number 1 indicates the paint absorbable member. However, it is slightly 
difficult to tell firom the figure whether the iqpplicatoi is capable of being rotated at the coupling portion or 
not Therefore claim 1 is not novel. 



Figure 1 of citation CI discloses die feamres of claim 1 , includmg a painc roUer bavmg frustoconically shaped 
applicator which is rotatable at the coupling portion and havmg at least 1 paint absorbable external sur&ce. It 
also shows that one of the opposite ends of flie applicator has a coupliQg portion as mentioiied in claim 9 of 
tiie cunent invendon. Figure 1 furfiier shows that the coupling end has a planar cross-secticm smaller than 
that of the opposite end (claim 10), that the conq>ling poirtion is in the centre of die coaplmg end (clmm 11), 
and it comprises an abutment member which appears to be mountable on one of the opposite ends (claim 12) . 
Therefore the taivention of claims 1, and 9-12 is not novel 

Citation C3 discloses the features of claim 1. including a paint roller having a frastoconically shaped 
applicator (column 2, line 24) which is rotatable at the coupling portion and has at least one pahit absorbable 
external sur&ce (figure 1). Hgure 1 also shows (hat one of the opposite ends of the applicator has a coupling 
portion (claun 9), where tiie coupling portion is in centre of cpuplmg end (claim 1 1), and whkh also 
comprises an abutment member mountable to 1 of the opposite ends (claim 12). Column 2, Ime 25 furflier 
discloses ttiat the coupling end has a planar cross-section smaller than that of the opposite end (cldm 10) of 
the applicator. In view of this, the invention of claims 1, and 9-12 lack novelty. 
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Supplemental Box ' 

(To be used when tihc space in any of tiic preceding boxes is not sufficient) 
Continuatf on of QTATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 

Reading C4 in combination wifli C2 discloses a fmstoconicaOy shaped applicaior having a cbamber for storing paint 
(pi, lines 39^3), where there is a closabic mice leading mto chamber (p2. line 23-24), and where the 1 closable 
inlet is disposed at one of the opposite ends of the applicator (p2, lines 61-77), 

In view of this, claims 5-8 lack an inventive step. A person skilled in the ait would have known to conibine this two 
documents since both citations are directed to a problem similar lo ihc appHcant's problem, (ic. to be able to 
selectively apply paint at sur&ce comm wi&out needing separate accessories such as'a bmier or guard to be 
assembled or attached. Therefore, in searching the problem a person skilled in the art could reasonably be expected to 
have found, and to have ascertained, understood, and regarded, this prior art as relevant, and therefore would know to 
combine the two documents in a reasonable manner, and therefore ihc person skilled in the ait would art would 
proceed to this result by loutitie non«tnventive steps. 

therefore claims 5-8 axe not inventive. 
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